Joshua M. Jansa – Summary of Teaching Evaluations
Figure 1 is a dot chart displaying students’ average overall rating of the instructor for each course
I’ve taught as sole instructor since 2014. Students were asked to rate the instructor overall on a 5point scale. Each course is labeled with the year, short title (see course summaries above for more
information), and institution. The red line denotes the mean rating across courses. I have
consistently been rated as a strong instructor by students, with a mean score of 4.77/5.00.
Figure 1. Students’ Average Overall Rating of Instructor by Course

I have also improved courses as I’ve taught them multiple times. Figure 2 shows the overall
instructor and course ratings for Intro to American Government (in person) over time. The course
enrolls about 140 students per semester. Students were asked to rate the instructor and course
overall on a 5-point scale.
Figure 2. Students’ Instructor and Course Appraisal for POLS 1113 (in-person) over time.
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Table 1 shows the overall instructor and course evaluations for the courses I have taught as the
instructor of record at Oklahoma State University and University of North Carolina. Students also
answered questions about individual aspects of the instruction and course; full evaluations are
available upon request.
Table 1. Instructor & Course Evaluations at OSU and UNC

POLI 207 (2014)
POLI 207 (2015)
POLS 1113 (2016)
POLS 1113 (2017)
POLS 3533 (2017)
POLS 5703 (2018)
POLS 4000 (2018)
POLS 4000 (2018)
POLS 1113 (2018)
POLS 3523 (2018)
POLS 5703 (2019)
POLS 3103 (2019)
POLS 1113 (2019)
POLS 3523 (2019)
HONR 1000 (2020)
POLS 3103 (2020)
POLS 1113 (2020)
POLS 3523 (2020)

Overall instructor
appraisal
5
4.76
4.71
4.67
4.55
4.71
4.9
4.87
4.82
4.67
4.75
4.77
4.82
4.24
4.87
5
4.66
5

Overall course
appraisal
5
4.81
4.37
4.49
4.67
5
4.8
4.8
4.73
3.67*
4.57
4.11
4.74
3.59*
4.53
5
4.61
4

Response Rate
40%
50%
59%
62%
78%
78%
83%
88%
71%
10%
89%
95%
50%
25%
75%
40%
52%
16%

*Out of 4.00. The OSU Student Survey of Instruction (SSI), administered online, has a four-point scale. The
Department of Political Science in-person instructor surveys have a five-point scale. SSI was used for this course since it
was an online class.

Students’ comments on open ended questions note qualities not captured in survey questions. Below
are select comments that highlight the accessible, inclusive, and active learning environment I seek
to achieve, as well as comments on online teaching, organization, and passion for teaching.
“Professor Jansa’s lectures were always interesting and engaging, and I could tell he
was dedicated to making our class a positive learning environment despite being over
Zoom…He also tries to be really inclusive of everyone’s thoughts in my class, and it
feels like a safe space for anyone to provide their opinions and ideas on our
discussion topics.”
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“He makes sure all students understand the material and challenges everyone to look
at life from others’ perspectives. He is one of the best professors I have ever had;
Oklahoma State is a better university because of teachers like him.”
“My FAVORITE class all semester, I loved how interactive it was while still being
online.”
“I would 100% recommend this course! It's very accessible to students who aren’t
even majoring in subjects related to the course and it provides a very unique and
impactful look at current events.”
“I have thoroughly enjoyed learning about American Government throughout this
course. Professor Jansa has been fantastic with providing precise and concise lectures
that are easy to follow. I have learned so much from this course.”
“Professor Jansa was a fantastic instructor. He made my first college class an
exceptionally successful transition from a high school student mindset to a college
student mindset. He was very communicative with his students, always letting us
know what was due that week and consistently telling us we could speak with him if
we had any questions…You can very much tell Professor Jansa enjoys teaching
young adults about American Government, and it makes learning the information so
much easier.”
“This was one of the best online learning experiences I had. This professor's
organization skills were outstanding. Everything was clearly laid out easily
accessible.”
“Dr. Jansa is passionate about making sure his students learn and will take the time
needed to help his students learn the best they can. He understands it may take a
couple tries before one grasps a concept, so he is willing to give second chances
when necessary.”
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